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How We Remember Our Past Lives. By C. Jinarajadasa, M. A. Theo- 
sophical Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, India. 

This little book contains four essays, already published in 
well-known periodicals. They are written in a clear and simple 
style and the spirit throughout is tolerant and kindly. Though 
some of the theories advanced will seem to most people chimer- 
ical, yet a quality of fine, though not robust or virile, idealism 
pervades the book. G. T. 

The Irish Abroad. By Elliott O'Donnell. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 

We have all heard that the Irish rule every country except 
their own. But after perusing this book, and learning of the 
presence and the deeds of Irishmen in all parts of the world; 
after reading, for instance, that in America the Southern States 
were chiefly colonized by the Anglo-Irish, that during the Rev- 
olutionary period seventy per cent of the American Army and 
fifty per cent of the Navy consisted of Irishmen, and that six 
Presidents have been of Irish stock, — after learning such facts 
as these, we begin to wonder what the rest of the world would 
have done without the Emerald Isle. The compilation is done 
with diligence and care, and there seem to be few omissions of 
note (St. Gaudens, who, if we mistake not, was of Irish blood, is 
one of these). 

The author shows a general knowledge of the history and the 
peoples of the various countries concerned and, as an Irishman 
telling of the Irish, he writes with a sympathy and a buoyancy 
that make his book pleasant reading. G. T. 



The Rise of English Literary Prose. By George Philip Krapp. New 
York : Oxford University Press. 

This book covers the period from Wyclif to Bacon and ex- 
hibits the development of prose as an efficient means of expres- 
sion, the author's purpose being to "trace the growth of a 
temper and attitude of mind towards the use of speech, to show 
the development of taste and feeling for prose expression by 
directing attention to those writings which reveal some skill and 
originating power in the practice of the art of prose composi- 
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tion." Such a task calls extensive and intensive reading, the 
exercise of keen insight, nice taste, sound judgment, fine dis- 
crimination, and the scholar's unrelaxing attention to details. 
All these requirements are fully met in this volume of more 
than five hundred pages, but the result is not easy reading. 
The book is suited only to the most advanced classes in the 
undergraduate department and is better adapted as a model 
for similar investigations in the graduate school. 

A Literary Middle-English Reader. Edited by Albert S. Cook. New 
York : Ginn & Company. 

Arranged according to literary species and not according to 
dialect or chronology, and furnished with brief notes at the foot 
of each page, these selections are designed, not for the study of 
grammar or philology, but for the purpose of literary enjoy- 
ment ; and they are grouped together to afford opportunity for 
the college student to acquaint himself with various phases of 
an interesting, but — with the exception of Chaucer — compar- 
atively unfamiliar, period of English literature. 

The Story of the Bible: How It Grew to be What It Is. By Harold 
B. Hunting. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. 

Though this account of how the various books of the Bible 
came to be written embodies the results of modern scholarship, 
it is popular in its presentation and more comprehensive than 
Patterson Smyth's well-known little book How We Got Our 
Bible. Beginning with the earliest New Testament Writings — 
the nearer and more familiar — the book traces the growth and 
interrelation of the various gospels and epistles, setting forth 
the essential unity of the whole. Then, taking up the Old 
Testament, the author in similar fashion traces its growth from 
supposedly tribal lays sung by Hebrew nomads around the 
camp-fire, through the different phases of Israel's history down 
to and including the revolt of the Maccabeans. Then follow 
chapters dealing with the making of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, the various translations of the Bible, the results of 
modern archaeological discoveries, and a brief outline of the 
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